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CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

Jesus calls all his people to him. In the Gospels he tells the disciples to let the children come to him. (St. Matthew 18:14).  We will pray constantly for our work with children and young people.

Parish Policy Statement
======================= 

In ministering to children the Parish of Cymmer and Porth acknowledges that:

The welfare of the child is paramount in all circumstances

{ Children Act 1989 }

This parish will observe the Policy of the Church in Wales and the Diocese of Llandaff (and thereby the principles of “Safe from Harm”) as set out in the following documents which are available in the Parish

· Cure of Souls (Chapter 6 appendix 1) – Church in Wales.

· Safe from Harm (Recommendations on back of leaflet) – Home Office 1993.

· The care and Protection of Children (Statement of Policy and Guidelines for Implementation) – Church in Wales 1998.

· The Care and Protection of Children – Llandaff Diocese 1999.

We aim to provide safe people as leaders, safe places and safe activities, with the necessary training, supervision and monitoring to further the mission of Christ.

Children, young people, parents and carers must know that the safety and welfare of children comes first in all that we do.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Telephone numbers

Parish Priest





01443 682219

Rhondda Cynon Taff Social Services


01443 424000

Diocesan Child Protection Officer


029 20757190

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Parish Policy for Good Practice

· CPP/1 forms must be completed by all clergy, church officers and all who work with children and young people.
· At least two adults must be present at all times with children.
· Visitors must not have unsupervised access to children.
· The name, address, telephone number and any medical problem of each child must be recorded.
· A child must never be smacked or shaken.
· Each child must be treated with equal concern remembering that each child has different needs and different abilities.
· All workers with children should attend Child Protection Training
· Premises must be kept safe.
· Actions however well intended my be misinterpreted.  The Parish Policy also protects adults.
· We will observe the following ratio of adults to children:
0-2 years 

1 adult to every 3 children

2-3 years

1 adult to every 4 children

3-7 years 

1 adult to every 8 children

7-11 years

1 adult to every 10 children

over 11 years 
1 adult to every 15 children
Safe from Harm ~ Home Office 1993

1. Adopt a Policy Statement on safeguarding the welfare of children.

2. Plan the work of the organisation so as to minimise situations where the abuse of children may occur.

3. Introduce a system whereby children may talk to an independent person.

4. Apply agreed procedures to all paid staff and volunteers for protecting children.

5. Give all paid staff and volunteers clear roles.

6. Use supervision as a means for protecting children.

7. Treat all would-be paid staff and volunteers as job applicants for any position involving contact with children.

8. Gain at least one reference from a person who has experience of the applicants paid work or volunteering with children.

9. Explore all applicant’s experience of working or contact with children in an interview before appointment.

10. Find out whether an applicant had any conviction for criminal offences against children.

11. Make paid and voluntary appointments conditional on the successful completion of a probationary period.

12. Issue guidelines on how to deal with the disclosure and discovery of abuse.

13. Train paid staff and volunteers, their line managers or supervisors and policy makers in the prevention of child abuse. 

